WEEK TEN (November 5-11)

TUESDAY 5 NOVEMBER – IS IN CETL – PLEASE BE ON TIME.
NOTE: Tuesday 26 November – class is in CETL – I realize several of you are leaving for the week’s holiday – however, the room will be open (attendance will not be take) and if you want to work on your group presentation or any other work feel free to do so during that time as I booked the room for that day anyway.
TOPIC: Television and movies how the world sees each other
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In CETL please be on time.

(Tuesday)  

(Thursday). What type of art do you embrace and why?

1TOPIC: Television and movies how the world sees each other
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Journal 

There is only one assignment for this week’s journal – but it is a lot of work and I would expect 500 + words plus your references (which do not count as word count)

Using your group’s country find what is a top movie, sitcom or play particular to that country and discuss (you are now a movie review critic) how culture identity (of that country’s culture) is affected by globalisation. You may need to translate the site (as I showed in class last Thursday) – there are several site translators (each worse than the one before – so you will have to figure out what the site is saying on your own) such as 

Altavista’s Babelfish Translation http://world.altavista.com
Google’s stie translator  http://www.google.com/language_tools?hl=en 

and some will translate better or more languages than others. Most search engines have a ‘translate this page’ message if it is not in English.

1. Please cite any URL’s authors – date accessed etc that you use – including the translator. If you speak the language and translate yourself all the better (list yourself as translator); the one I used in class - http://www.humanitas-international.org/newstran/index.html
2. Do not just describe but write an essay – argue that your groups country’s culture is or is not affected  by globalisation

3. For example, a movie now playing in Japan is WELCOME BACK MR. McDONALD (Japanese): A farcical sitcom set in a Tokyo radio station which takes some shots at Japan's rigid social codes. Kyoka Suzuki plays a sappy housewife whose romantic play is chosen to be broadcast over the radio.  "With its zany humor and hysterical (yet logical) leaps into the absurd, WELCOME BACK, MR. McDONALD exposes the fissures in Japan's much-vaunted social apparatus, particularly the collective decision-making process...and the (misguided?) appropriation of American culture." - Noah Cowan (Toronto Film Festival)
4. Print out the translated page and include it with your journal if you use a translator.

If you were reviewing this film you may write a review as Cowan did above. This will mean that you will need to do some research – you will be doing secondary research as you most likely will not have seen the movie. However, if you are doing England – and you watch an English sit-com on the telly such as ‘Keeping up appearances’ or ‘Neighbours’ (Australia) you can write on them.

There is more work in this than the others – that is because there is only this and next week’s journal to do and you have until 03 December to hand it up – do not wait until the last moment –

Discussion Board

Discussion Board: Discuss whether American sitcoms or movies portray other cultures differently than the way they are (1/2 point). Give an example explaining whether it seems accurate or not (1/2 point).

Readings

Reading 1

MUÑOZ, LORENZA, (Tuesday, April 24, 2001) The Silver Screen That Divides Us, Times Staff Writer. Online: 

http://events.calendarlive.com/top/1,1419,L-LATimes-Calendar-X!ArticleDetail-30164,00.html  

Accessed, Friday, November 01, 2002.


Question 1. 

Discuss what MUÑOZ’s problem is with how Hollywood portray’s Mexican’s in movies. Do you agree or disagree with his assessment and why?

Reading 2

Sohrabi, Naghmeh (August 24, 2000) Not THAT good Patronizing adoration for Iranian cinema, The Iranian. Viewed online: http://www.iranian.com/Arts/2000/August/Film Accessed, Friday, November 01, 2002.

Question 2.

THIS ANSWSER YOU WILL NEED TO SUBMIT BOTH TO THE IRANIAN ONLINE (See, http://www.iranian.com/write.html AND TO ME NEXT THURSDAY. (I have submitted articles to this before and they do put them on their site – it would be worthwhile to read some of the material here) 

Read this and any other article and discuss whether you believe the West is patronizing Iranian cinema or does Sohrabi have it wrong. 

Reading 3

Farrah, Joseph, Hollywood goes Havana, again. Viewed online: http://www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=21973
Accessed, Friday, November 01, 2002.
Question 3.

In my opinion, Farrah, is having an unjustified spit at the celebrities who visited Cuba – does he have a point or was he just having a bad hair day? Justify your answer (no saying it is obvious from his photo that he was having a bad hair day)

